
43 Mind-Blowing Statistics You Won’t Believe Are True in 2024

The year 2024 has ended and it has presented a host of statistics that highlight the state of
the world today. Here’s a breakdown of 43 statistics shaping the global narrative:

Economic Inequality: According to Oxfam, the richest 1% of the global population1.
now owns more than double the wealth of 6.9 billion people.
US National Debt: The US national debt surpassed $33 trillion in 2023 and continues2.
to rise.
Global Food Prices: The UN Food and Agriculture Organisation reports that global food3.
prices have climbed by over 20% since 2020.
Housing Crisis: In the UK, average house prices have increased by 60% over the past4.
decade, pricing many out of the housing market.
Homelessness Surge: Los Angeles has witnessed a 32% increase in homelessness5.
since 2020.
Child Hunger: UNICEF estimates that 45 million children are suffering from severe6.
acute malnutrition globally.
Inflation Woes: Annual inflation in Argentina hit 124% in 2023, severely impacting7.
purchasing power.
Declining Birth Rates: Japan experienced its lowest recorded birth rate in 2023, with8.
fewer than 800,000 births.
Record Migration: In 2023, the US-Mexico border saw over 2.7 million migrant9.
encounters, the highest ever recorded.
Workforce Exodus: A survey by Gallup revealed that 57% of workers in the US are10.
disengaged at work.
Global Debt Crisis: According to the International Monetary Fund, global debt hit a11.
record $305 trillion in 2023.
Mental Health Epidemic: The World Health Organisation reports that depression has12.
surged by 28% worldwide since 2020.
Tech Layoffs: Major tech companies laid off over 300,000 employees in 2023, the13.
highest since the dot-com bubble.
Social Media Addiction: An average person now spends 147 minutes daily on social14.
media, up 63% since 2013.
Online Surveillance: A study by Statista revealed that 87% of internet users are15.
concerned about privacy breaches.
Student Debt Burden: In the US, student loan debt has reached a staggering $1.816.
trillion.
Plastic Pollution: The Ellen MacArthur Foundation estimates that by 2050, there will17.
be more plastic in the ocean than fish.
Climate Refugees: The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre reported that 4018.
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million people were displaced by climate-related events in 2023.
Energy Crisis: European energy prices surged by 150% in 2022-2023.19.
Wildlife Extinction: The World Wildlife Fund claims that wildlife populations have20.
declined by 69% since 1970.
Deforestation: The Amazon lost over 10,000 square kilometres of forest in 2023, an21.
area the size of Jamaica.
Rising Sea Levels: NASA reports that sea levels are rising at the fastest rate in 3,00022.
years.
Cybercrime Surge: The FBI reported a 300% increase in cybercrime complaints during23.
the pandemic.
AI Domination: The Stanford AI Index revealed that global investment in AI surpassed24.
$100 billion in 2023.
E-Commerce Boom: Global e-commerce sales hit $5.7 trillion in 2023, up from $1.325.
trillion in 2014.
Space Race: Private space companies launched a record 190 missions in 2023.26.
Gig Economy Growth: According to Upwork, 36% of the US workforce engaged in27.
freelance work in 2023.
Water Scarcity: The UN Water reports that 2.3 billion people lack access to safe28.
drinking water.
Tech Dependency: An IDC study found that 68% of people check their phones within 529.
minutes of waking up.
Digital Divide: Around 2.7 billion people remain offline globally.30.
Rural Poverty: In India, 74% of rural households survive on less than $2 a day.31.
Life Expectancy Gap: A child born in Switzerland has a life expectancy 24 years32.
longer than one born in Sierra Leone, according to the WHO.
Corporate Profits: The top 25 US companies earned $5.7 trillion in revenue in 2023.33.
Cryptocurrency Collapse: The market value of cryptocurrencies dropped by over $234.
trillion in 2023.
Green Energy Transition: Solar energy usage grew by 22% globally last year.35.
Pandemic Aftermath: COVID-19 is estimated to have pushed 100 million people into36.
extreme poverty.
Global Military Spending: Military expenditure reached a record $2.24 trillion in37.
2023.
Electric Vehicle Surge: Electric car sales accounted for 14% of new car sales38.
worldwide in 2023.
Rise in Billionaires: There are now 2,640 billionaires worldwide, an increase of 27%39.
over the past decade.
Urbanisation Spike: By 2023, 56% of the world lived in urban areas.40.
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Global Literacy: UNESCO states that 14% of adults globally remain illiterate.41.
Tech Giants’ Dominance: The five largest tech firms now represent 23% of the S&P42.
500.
Humanitarian Aid Gap: The UNHCR reports a $10 billion shortfall in funding for43.
refugees.

Each of these statistics offers a glimpse into the pressing issues of 2024, from economic
inequality and technological advances to environmental concerns. These figures serve as a
wake-up call for governments, organisations, and individuals to address these challenges
head-on.
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