
Supreme Court signals support for TikTok ban amid national security
debate

In a crucial session on Friday, the US Supreme Court seemed ready to uphold a nationwide
ban on TikTok. It cited rising national security concerns over its parent company, ByteDance,
and its ties to China. The case, which has ignited fierce debate over free expression and data
privacy, could have far-reaching implications for millions of Americans and the future of
online platforms.

During oral arguments, justices from both sides questioned TikTok’s threat to national
security, as the US government claimed. The case centers on fears that ByteDance may
share user data with the Chinese government. This poses risks to national intelligence and
user privacy.

Justice Samuel Alito, a conservative, found the government’s security threat evidence
“compelling.” Liberal Justice Elena Kagan noted the need to balance national security with
First Amendment rights. The court’s questioning reflected a broader consensus that the
government’s case may warrant decisive action.

A Tense Legal Showdown

The case stems from a 2023 Biden executive order. It sought to ban TikTok in the U.S. unless
ByteDance sold it. TikTok challenged the order. It argued that the ban overreaches executive
power. It also violates American users’ rights to free speech and access to information.

Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar, representing the US government, argued that TikTok’s
data-collection practices, along with Chinese laws requiring companies to cooperate with
state intelligence agencies, create a unique and urgent threat. Prelogar stated, “This is not
simply about an app—it’s about safeguarding our nation’s security and the privacy of millions
of Americans.”

TikTok’s legal team, however, dismissed the allegations as speculative, pointing to a lack of
concrete evidence that the platform has shared data with Chinese authorities. They warned
that a ban would set a dangerous precedent for the regulation of technology and online
speech.

National Security vs. Free Expression

The justices’ talks showed a tension. It was between national security and constitutional
freedoms. Chief Justice John Roberts was concerned about the ruling’s implications. He
wondered if a ban could restrict other foreign-owned platforms in the future.

“Where does this line end?” Roberts asked. “Are we to scrutinise every platform with foreign
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ownership, regardless of evidence?”

Meanwhile, Justice Sonia Sotomayor highlighted the potential consequences for users,
particularly small businesses and content creators who rely on TikTok for income. “Millions of
Americans depend on this app not just for entertainment but for their livelihoods,” she said.

Implications for Tech Regulation

A ruling for the ban would be a turning point in US tech regulation. It would give the
government more power to restrict foreign-owned platforms. It could also signal the
beginning of broader efforts to regulate Big Tech amid growing bipartisan concerns over data
privacy and misinformation.

ByteDance, TikTok’s parent, has tried to ease US concerns. It offered to store American user
data on domestic servers run by US firms. However, these measures have failed to quell
scepticism among lawmakers and security officials.

The Road Ahead

A decision from the Supreme Court is expected by mid-2025. The justices seemed inclined to
uphold the ban. But, the final ruling could hinge on their view of executive power and
constitutional protections.

For TikTok’s estimated 150 million US users, the stakes are high. A ban would cut access to a
popular social media site. It would change the digital landscape and force businesses and
creators to find alternatives.

As the nation awaits the court’s decision, the case sparks debate. It is about the intersection
of technology, security, and individual rights in a connected world.


