UK Reaffirms Commitment to Equality with Launch of LGBTQIA+ Legal
Guidebook in Manila

In a significant advancement for human rights and legal empowerment, the British Embassy
Manila, in collaboration with key partners, officially launched the Comprehensive LGBTQIA+
Legal Guidebook in celebration of Pride Month. The initiative is a major step toward
strengthening legal awareness and protections for the LGBTQIA+ community in the
Philippines.

The guidebook was unveiled during a Pride Reception hosted by British Ambassador to the
Philippines, Laure Beaufils. The event served not only as a celebration of diversity and
inclusion but also as a reaffirmation of the United Kingdom’s enduring commitment to
advancing LGBTQIA+ rights and human dignity.

“In a time when we are witnessing a rollback on rights across the world, it is crucial that we
all work together in upholding the human rights, dignity, and freedom of the LGBTQIA+
community,” Ambassador Beaufils stated during the event.

Developed by the Mujer LGBTQIA+ Organisation, in partnership with TrustLaw, the Thomson
Reuters Foundation, and the law firm SyCip Salazar Hernandez & Gatmaitan, the
Comprehensive LGBTQIA+ Legal Guidebook is a pioneering resource. It is specifically
designed to equip LGBTQIA+ individuals, advocates, and grassroots organizations with
practical legal knowledge to combat discrimination, assert their rights, and seek justice.

The guidebook addresses key national and local legal frameworks affecting the LGBTQIA+
community, including the Safe Spaces Act, the Anti-Terrorism Act, and various Anti-
Discrimination Ordinances. Beyond providing legal context, the publication offers clear,
actionable steps outlining what individuals can do in instances of abuse or rights violations,
where to seek help, and who to contact for legal assistance.

“This is not merely a legal document, it is a tool born from nearly two years of research,
consultation, and deep community engagement,” said Rhadem Musawah of the Mujer
LGBTQIA+ Organisation. “It is practical, accessible, and rooted in the lived realities of
LGBTQIA+ people across the Philippines. This guidebook represents both a survival tool and a
symbol of resilience.”

The launch also featured a panel discussion with LGBTQIA+ advocates who highlighted the
pressing challenges facing the community and shared how resources like the guidebook can
make a tangible difference. The dialogue underscored the urgent need for continued policy
reforms, legal education, and international support to uphold equal rights.

By supporting this initiative, the British Embassy Manila has taken a meaningful step in
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promoting equality and legal empowerment. The Comprehensive LGBTQIA+ Legal Guidebook
is more than a publication, it is a strategic resource in the ongoing pursuit of dignity, justice,

and equal protection for all.

As Pride Month continues, this launch represents not only celebration but progress. It is a call
to action for inclusive governance, stronger legal protections, and continued advocacy for a

more just and equitable society.



